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For more information on this or any permitting process visit http://www.ora.wa.gov or call the Washington State Office of Regulatory Assistance at (800) 917-0043.
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Version 1.1, 11/16/2005 Environmental 

Permitting Services

Applicant reviews activities 
requiring an PERMIT NAME

(triggering mechanisms)

required

not
required No Permit Required

A

Start

(Sub Name)
Environmental 

Permitting Services

Public or Other Interested PartyApplicant Washington Department of Ecology 
(Ecology) and US Army Corps of 

Engineers(Corps)

Applicant may proceed with 
project, must meet terms and 

conditions of the NWP

Corps determines if the project qualifies for 
a Nationwide Permit (NWP) or an 

Individual Permit (IP)

Corps and Ecology
review JARPA, supporting 

documents (e.g. mitigation plans), and 
public comments

Incomplete Complete

Ecology makes decision on 401 Certification 

 Corps issues 
404 Permit after 401 

certification

WaiveDeny Approve
with

Conditions

Ecology 
issues

401 Certification

B

401
Certification

Denied

Applicant completes Joint Aquatic 
Resource Permit Application (JARPA),

submits to US Army Corps of Engineers and 
Ecology

In what specific location does your project 
take place?A

 NWP 4, 5, 6, 15, 19, 20, 22, 
30 ,and 31 have been 401 
approved and no further 

action is required

 NWP 3, 7, 12, 13, 14, 18, 23, 
25, 27, 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, 36, 
38, 39, 40, and 42 have been 
partially denied for 401 and 

require Ecology review

Applicant submits project 
information to Ecology

Ecology reviews project 
information may request

additional information

Ecology Issues
Letter of

Verification (LOV)

Public can submit 
comments on Public Notice

Applicant may be required to submit 
additional information  and/or complete a 
wetland mitigation plan (JARPA Box 12)

Applicant submits additonal 
project information to the 

Corps or Ecology

Approve

C

Incomplete Complete

 NWP 1, 2, 6, 9, 11, 16, 20, and 
32 do not require notification 

however the applicant is 
encouraged to inform the Corps 
and Ecology about the project

Start

Nationwide Individual

180 days from
 P

ublic N
otice to E

cology decision for N
W

P
 that requires an Individual 401

M
axim

um
 360 days from

 application to decision for an Individual P
erm

it

Ecology determines 
that the project 

meets NWP 401 
requirements

Ecology determines 
that the project does 
not meets NWP 401 

requirements

180 days from
 receipt of C

orps inform
ation to issuance of P

ublic N
otice or Letter of V

erification

Public can appeal decision to 
Washington Pollution Control 

Hearing Board (PCHB)

30 days

Corps issues a letter 
notifying Ecology

 NWP 16, 17, 21, 
37, 41, and 43 have 
been denied for 401 

Applicant can appeal decision  . 
to Washington Pollution   .

Control Hearing Board (PCHB)  .

30 days

Corps or Ecology issue a    .
Public Notice      

M
inim

um
 

20 days 

T1

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/index.html
http://apps.ecy.wa.gov/permithandbook/permitdetail.asp?id=43
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/ecyhome.html
http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/index.cfm
Links/401_Water_Quality_Cert_LINK_A.pdf
Links/401_Water_Quality_Cert_LINK_B.pdf
Links/401_Water_Quality_Cert_LINK_C.pdf
Links/timeliness.htm#401



